SPRING 202>° 


We puBLISH 
pur FIRST 
osve! 


asian/american queer, 
wonen-centered arts & 
zine collective 


LETTEF 
dear reader, TT [= E Ee Lc 


thank you to everyone who has contributed their time, 
energy, and love into this zine. our stories are beautiful 
and the spirit that has been displayed moves the heart 
deeply. 


out of the four questions we asked at the start of this 
spring, one stuck with us the most. "What brought you 
here?" has been informative in exploring the intricacies 
of the asian/american narrative. it speaks of pathways, 
choices, and other lifetimes that could have been or 
have not yet come to pass. my hope is that the roots of 
azine aren't forgotten and that asian/american stories 
on campus continue to circulate and live on in student 
memory. through the journey of creating this collective, 
| learned more of the legacy we carry of other 
politically and creatively active asian/american 
students — in fact, it was the asian/american students at 
barnard who drove the movement for the establishment 
of the Center of Ethnicity and Race (CSER) at this 
university. remembering is crucial in order to counteract 
attempts to divide our solidarity with others and 
empower ourselves. there must be a way to continue 
passing down knowledge that has been so hard won. 
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azine itself began in search of an alternative third 


space on campus, for genuine community and 
commitment to listening/understanding/witnessing. 
azine also began out of frustration, of not being able to 
register for the CSER courses and not finding spaces 
that actually foster critical discussions and thought 
about our identities. we are in a ripe moment where it is 
possible to mobilize the asian/american movement 
again and we are determined to understand our own 
motives and what binds us all together. 


to declare the need for a creative and reflective space 
which recognizes the intersections of class, race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality etc. and take action to do so 
has been a test of resilience and persistence. we spent 
an entire semester (and more) fleshing out our 
philosophy and carving out precious time to make a 
foundation like this. please take care of us and each 
other. we approach azine in a way where we are not 


seeking to define, but to continuously question. 
with love, 


duan + azine (nami, sreoshi, cat, frankie) 


JANUARY 27 // 

OUR FIRST MEETING! 

WE BROKE THE ICE 
WITH BLIND CONTOUR 
PORTRAITS , AND SPENT 
SOME TIME WITH Four 
GROUNDING QUESTIONS. | | 


MARCH 3f/ MARCH 24/ 
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THE Body AS AN 
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i remember living in the same hall as 
duan during our freshman year (RIP: 
aug. 2019 - mar. 2020) and wanting to 
be friends with them because they 
were so open, so kind, and just so 
COOL!!! they have such a big heart and 
we are all so lucky to know them. 


i must be frank — mentally, i was not all 
there during this final semester of 
college and so i had trouble tapping 
fully into my creative side. 


however, my lovely friends and i in CU 
SAFA (south asian feminism(s) alliance) 
made a zine! it was a group effort and it 
was truly so exciting to see our finished 
product. i never thought of myself as an 
artist or a writer, but that was dumb. 
you can do anything if you put your 
mind to it! and that's why i felt 
motivated to submit to azine as well. 
don't knock it 'til you try it! 


i also had the privilege of taking global 
long-form photography with professor 
diana matar this past semester, and let 
me just say: that course changed my 
life. for my final photo project in the 
class, i examined mother nature, 
abundance, femininity, and the Holy 
Qur'an. it was a delightful time. i'm so 
proud of the end result. 


to professor 
menasha, menal, 


duan: you are a star 


and i have so much 
love for you. thank 
you for being the 
baddest and the 
realest <3 you inspire 
all of us to be 
better. 


senior safa board pic!!! naira, 
me (fatima), & mahdia (ILY 
Guys). 


to everyone who 
part of the safa zine: 
thank you for 
everything. this 
wouldn't have happened 
without you. 


was 


go see the whole exhibit (if you please) in 
milbank, on the 3rd floor! the photos are gonna 
be up for a while! 


matar, nyah, allison, 
kayla, and my classmates: 


i can't thank you all enough for all your 


help with 
world. 


this project. 


it means the 


collage i made for the safa 
zine! 


i used to be ashamed of 
my side profile (due to 
eurocentric standards, 
blahblah, etc.) until i 
was like 18. 
told i have my 
amma's nose and i am so 
proud to look even a 
little bit like her. 


i've been 
nani 


abbu, dadi amma, and i in 
baltimore, maryland (2000). 


bes 
my ammi and shahida khala 
in the 90s. is this karachi? 
london? germany? they 
probably told me, but i can't 
remmeber. 


I WANT TO BE HAPPY! 


2007?) at Mazar-e-Qi 


my sister and i (ci 


the final resting place of 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah (the 
founder of Pakistan). 


patience, rebecca, mahdia, 
dani, nana, nishat, and i! 


a 


my baby brother (circa 
2019??). he's perfect btw. 


something that caught my attention during 
the azine workshops was the creativity of the 
people in this collective! it is so easy to feel 
isolated and alone at times, but the azine 
members are so passionate and lovely that i 
felt welcome immediately. 


as a “diaspora girlie’, i've been doing a lot of 
self-reflection. my parents came to the 
United States before i was born, seeking 
refuge from religious persecution in their 
home country of Pakistan. we are Ahmadi 
Muslims. it's a lot to unpack. i still struggle to 
come to terms with it — the fact that my 
parents did everything for me and my 
younger siblings. if you're a child of 
immigrants, you already know what i'm 
talking about. 


iam so lucky. so lucky. my life is so beautiful. 
the world is my oyster, because of all that my 
ammi and abbu sacrificed for me. i will never 
be able to thank them enough. never. what i 
can do is become someone that they can be 
proud of. i'd do anything for my parents. i 
love them more than i can express in words. i 
struggled to understand them fully when i 
was a child, but i have been trying my best. 
maybe i will never understand them fully, 
and i think that's what they wanted: for me 
to never have to fully understand the 
hardships they went through. 


my identity is one that i am continuing to 
explore. i'm going home (pakistan) this 
summer. i'm going to travel through the 
northern areas and see the lands that my 
ancestors cultivated and farmed. of course, 
my predecessors probably resided in other 
regions that are now different “countries”... 
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stray potato found on 
new york city streets 


banana 


concrete 
cabbage for 
architecture 
class 


> ® Joining Azine has been an 
valuable experience for me, 
been a lot of fun to get to 
w so many cool people. 


Ty thinking a lot about identitiy 
and belonging a lot lately. I had to 
write a family history for an gem 
___ assignment for Chinese class 
back in high school and I had 
to interview my parents and 
grandparents on both sides. I 
don’t speak the same dialect as 
my grandparents on my dad’s 
» side, so Thad to ask my dad to 
translate. It’s interesting how evd 
though I've spent so long in China 
BE (or maybe not so long?) there’sg 
» still so much more culture and 
stuff I don’t know out there. 
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world might well look to Iran to see how its culture will react to the conq 
Western industrialization. Will cheap machine-made goods and conditioned 
minds bring Iran’s unique cultural achievements to a close? Or will Iran rise « 
in a new achievement equal to those of her past? { 
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list of materials: 

4 = every seven -days;a 
¥ . week passes. sometimes 

* i look up and realize 
the moon is full 
again. a month 
« has slipped by. i 
@ ° take plants and press 
* them between the — 
= pages of books. 
* they are going to end 
* up in my journal 
* eventually. i would 
« do that to the moon 
too if-i-could- 
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